Caring community’s
FFab, say_s Hamllton

BY JOHN F'ISHER

THE third Leeds Mitz-
vah Day brought the
community together in a
stunning display of kind-
heartedness, benevolence
and good deeds.

The event, which attracted
someé 150 volunteers, was
kick-atarted at the communi-
ty centre whera Fabian
Hamilton MP waa invited to
gat the ball relling as guest
OpEner.

Mr Hamilton said it was a
privilege opening Mitzvah
Day and praised organiser
Sara Saunders and her team.

He expressed his delight at
seeing 50 many young people
giving their time and ser-
vices to help others,

“You are doing something
80 important not just for our
community, but for the whole
of the city,” the Labour MP
for Leeds North East said,

“People [rom other commu-
nitiag are looking st us to ses
how much we care ahout each
other and that 18 & message
we should continually broad-
CAStL.

“We should say this i3 a
community that cares not
just about ourselves bdbut
about everybody else — and
that 1s what Mitzvah Day is
all about.”

Fourteen members of The
Zone, participants in Lhe

Leads Leaders course, helped

with good deads that included
working in the community
cenlre's communal garden,
giving computer lessone and
collecting and distributing
bags of clething and house-
hold goods to the wellfair-
shop

Other activities includad
collecting food for Chanucah
parcels, reading for the blind,
escorting older people to do
shopping, aweeping leaves,
cleaning windows as well as
vigiting residents in Skyte
House and Donisthorpe Hall,

Donisthorps resident Vera
Banasch was given a special

treat when she was taken
with other residents to the
Jowiah Horitage Centre for
Children at the Lubaviteh
Centre,

The group of eight was giv-
en a guided tour of the shtetl
by Ruth Bell, the centre’s
project coordinator.

Vera had wanted to see the
cenbre since its opening earli-
or this yvear. She couldn't
wait to gel back to Don-
isthorpe to tell other resi
dents about it,

“I am in awe at the repro-
duction of shtetl life, the
detail of the little village
shops and the depiction of

Jawigh trwnwns are wonder-
ful to see,” she sald.

Mitzvah Day was brought
to a rousing conclusion when
14 acts entertained at Don-
isthorpe in the JFactor Vari-
ety Show with Howard Lee as
magtar of ceremonies.

Show producer Sara Saun-
ders said it was heart-warm-
ing 1o 2ee the residente enjoy
the performances,

“Every act was gpot on —
we ara very lucky in our com-
munity to have such talented
people,” ehe gaid.

Rabbl Jason Kleiman
passed on the Mitzvah Chain
baton to Raina Sheaf, dirsc-
tor of operations at The Zone.

Rabbi Kleiman had
recelved the baton from Don-
iathorpe Hall just before Sim-
chat Torah and Raina now
pledges to pass it on to a suit-
able recipient naxt month.

The project, now in its fifth
leg, was organised by shali-
ach Gilad Amit earlier this
year and aims at motivating
communal organisations to
perform good deeds for one
another

“I was very proud of the
voung people involved in
Mitgvah Day,” added Raina.

“One group of young volun-
teers helped an elderly lady

who lives alone and has no
family and they enjoyed
being with her 80 much that
they are going back to visit
her when they can."
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