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BDA TO ESTABLISH A BRITISH SIGN
LANGUAGE ACADEMY

The British Deaf Assoc iation is the largest national Deaf charity
run by Deaf people for Deaf people, whose vision is a world
where Deaf people who use sign language enjoy the same
rights, responsibilities, opportunities and quality of life as
everyone.  Around 250,000 people in the UK use sign language
on a daily basis, 70,000 of who are Deaf and depend on it as
their first or preferred language.

So it makes sense that following the Government’s statement on
18 March 2003 recognising BSL, the BDA have announced their
p lans to establish a BSL Academy, which will focus on the
quality of sign language teaching provision.  This will inc lude
training sign language tutors, developing materials and
curricula for new sign language courses such as GCSE and
setting up distance learning and access courses. It is hoped to
start some joint working in the next year with Yorkshire Forward,
the Yorkshire and Humberside Regional Development Agency.

Jeff McWhinney, Chief Executive of the BDA said, “ The
Academy is c reated by the BDA with the purpose of putting
the ownership and control of sign language firmly into the
hands of Deaf people.  It will enhance the quality of BSL
teaching, espec ia lly at higher levels, leading to a rapid
inc rease in the availab ility of qualified tutors and courses.  This
will inc rease the number of people who are able to
communicate in BSL at all levels and ultimately inc rease the
number of qualified sign language interpreters.”
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DEAF FOCUS GROUP
UPDATE

Members of SPIT’s Dea f
Foc us Group  have been
reporting  bac k on theatres w ith
rec ent visits to Hampstead
Thea tre The Sa fa ri Pa rty, Bristol
Hippodrome Miss Sa igon,
Churc hill Thea tre Bromley
Saturday Night Fever & The
Vagina  Monologues a t Coc hrane
Thea tre Lond on.

The performanc e of The
Vagina  Monologues was a  one-
off, d irec ted  by Jenny Sea ley and
Elspeth Morrison, w ith an a ll
d isab led  c ast, g iving  their time
free, and  ra ising  money for
c ha rities dea ling  with violenc e
aga inst d isab led  women.

At very short notic e one of
SPIT’s DFG went and  reported
bac k tha t the show was
“ fantastic ! a  b rilliant c omedy” .
She enc ountered  some d iffic ulties
booking  and  seeing  the
interp reters when they were
sitting . The Cap tions by STAGETEXT
helped  when the interp reters
were not very good  or not visib le.
“ It would  be a  fab  show to see
aga in in a  good  ac c ess thea tre.
Va rious d isab ility women
performing – grea t!”

If you a re interested  in joining  the
Dea f Foc us Group  p lease
c ontac t SPIT.

DEAF AWARENESS WORKSHOPS
What you thought
“Excellent! fantastic  course that I will be recommending to other
colleagues & theatres!”
“ the venue tour was useful to see the practical side of access for any
deaf person”
“some topics discussed cover things that a hearing person would
never think of”

Next date – Monday 9th June 2003, Festival Theatre,
Edinburgh
New dates in the autumn will be announced in the summer. If you are
interested in hosting a workshop please contact SPIT.
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THEATRE ROYAL PLYMOUTH LAUNCHES
PLAYWRITE

“ I thought I was ‘hearing’  the performance”

If you live near or in Plymouth, then you will be pleased to hear
that  in addition to regular BSL interpretered shows, the Theatre
Royal is introduc ing a new in-house service for the deaf and
hard of hearing, known as playwrite, using captioned
performances.

“ Captioning has made it possib le for me to go to the theatre
again. I no longer feel left out” .

The system works through an operator, who inputs dia logue and
sound effec ts, which is then transmitted to an LED sc reen. The
LED sc reen is easy to read and gives up to three lines of
coloured text at any one time.

“ Thanks to the captions I realised that I liked the language and
poetry of the p lay very much”

 The LED sc reen will be a permanent feature in the Theatre
Royal, which is working up a full programme of playwrite
performances each year.  If you would like to know more and
be kept up-to-date call direc t on 01752 230318, TypeText on
0870 240 5152 or email access@theatreroyal.com

“ What struck me was being able to laugh with the rest of the
audience. Just what we wanted to do- laugh at the right time,
just like everyone else.”

MMoorree  WWeesstt  EEnndd  MMuussiiccaallss
oonn  tthhee  wwaayy

Signaway has announc ed  a
series of West End  music a ls to be
interp reted  by Donna  Ruane a t
weekends.  The first, Grease a t the
Vic toria  Pa lac e on Sa turday 12th July is
followed  by the Queen music a l, We Will
Roc k You a t the Dominion on Sa turday
13 Sep tember.  The Christmas offering
The Lion King  is at the Lyc eum Thea tre
on a  Sunday, 14th Dec emb er; a ll these
shows a re red uc ed  p ric e and  as we go
to p ress, Terry has announc ed  Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang at the London
Pa llad ium on Sa turda y 24th January
2004.

This c omb ina tion of West End
music a ls and  Sa turda y ma tinees is a
delibera te app roac h.  More sign
language users go to music a ls than
other types of thea tre, p lus Sa turda y
matinees mean tha t peop le c an travel
from outside London and  still get home
a fterwards - something  they c annot do
during  the week.  Signaway has a
stra tegy of hold ing  a  number of sea ts
and  if they a re not selling  well, then any
unsold  sea ts a re gradua lly released  for
sa le to the pub lic  as the date
approac hes.

Why music a ls and  not p lays?
Terry is quic k to point out tha t Signaway
has done The Mousetrap  and  the
Red uc ed  Shakespeare Company in
the West End  and  a lso those p laygoers
a re well c a tered  for by the Roya l
Na tiona l Thea tre, RSC, Donmar
Warehouse and  Almeida  where
interp reters like Mary Connell and
Wendy Ebsworth regula rly d o an
exc ellent job .  Signaway has
c onc entra ted  on develop ing  this a rea
bec ause many thea tregoers ask for the
b ig  music a ls in the West End .

The Soc iety of Lond on Thea tre is
c ontinuing  to work c losely w ith
Signaway in develop ing  ac c ess to the
West End  as a  whole follow ing the
suc c ess of a  p rojec t SOLT initia ted  three
years ago where tic ket p ric es a re
reduc ed  where possib le for West End
shows.
For details of Signaway’s West End Signed
Performances Fax 020 8654 9282 or e-mail
Signaway@btinternet.com
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LLee tt ttee rrss
Paula Garfield of Deafinitely Theatre writes in response to
John Wilson’s recent artic le.

I read John Wilson’s artic le very carefully and
was very excited and pleased with the news that Shape
was awarded such a large grant to develop a National
Deaf Theatre. This project has been a long time coming
and I am glad to see it finally happening. This is a very
exciting time for the Deaf Arts in general as our work as
artists is becoming more valued and supported in the
Deaf and Hearing world.

However I feel that Shape has overlooked other
varied and successful efforts to set up and establish a
Deaf Theatre Company. Deafinitely Theatre offers a
variety of programmes such as youth theatre workshops,
children drama group, theatre in education and
productions directed and performed by deaf people in
BSL. Since starting one year ago we have devised and
performed three plays and are currently working on our
forth, a large scale production to be performed at
Jackson’s Lane from 10-14th June*.

Deafway based in Preston is hoping to have a
theatre project again after a successful project in
Brighton this March, with deaf actors training and
rehearsing and devising a short play over a 3 week
period with about 200 people in the audience.
Traveling Light Theatre Company based in Bristol has
been running Deaf Theatre summer schools, family
workshops and drama workshops over the past three
years in partnership with Family Deaf Centre and is
expanding its work to run a long term youth theatre with
Deaf children. Elmfield School for the deaf is alive with
poets, actors and dancers – this school has worked with
many resident artists and performs work every year on
Bristol stages.

It seems we are spoilt for choice at the moment
which is great news for the deaf community. There is so
much happening all over the country and we hope this
will continue. It is healthy for the arts to have competition
and diversity otherwise quality will suffer.  So please
remember that these small companies may have little
money but they do have abundance of talent and
determination. They need more support both from
funding organisations and from large already
established organisations such as SHAPE.

*MOTHERLAND presented by Deafinitely Theatre
using  sign and  speech 10-14th June, Jacksons Lane N6
see listing for details.

TThheeaattrree  NNeewwss
Almeida – now reopened next SLIP The
Lady from the Sea by Ibsen Captioned
11th June, BSL interpreted 18th June by
Mary Connell, see listing for details

Graeae’ s Mother Courage and her
Children – brings together 12 young
ac tors, fresh from Graeae’ s Missing Piece
performance training at London
Metropolitan University. Exc lusively for
physically d isabled and sensory impaired
adults, it is the only training programme
of its kind leading direc tly to a
professional produc tion. On tour in
London June – July – see listing

Theatre Alibi’ s show Teapot for 5-12 year
olds was interpreted by Connie O’Neill
when they visited the Countess Weir
Combined School (which has a unit for
children with hearing impairment). The
Royal School for the Deaf a lso brought a
group.    Connie was on stage moving
alongside the performers throughout,
which was a first for her and very
successful. Theatre Alibi will be offering
BSL interpreted shows again in the
autumn.

Shakespeare at the Tower, Hoghton Lancs
Don’ t miss the promenade
performances of Twelfth Night in the
open air within the dramatic  setting of
Hoghton Tower’ s courtyards, gardens
and house. Michael Boe will be
interpreting on 2nd, 6th & 9th July. See
listing for details.

INTERPRETER TRAINING PROJECT
SPIT has sec ured  fund ing from the

Ca louste Gulbenkian Founda tion to p ilot
its Thea tre Interpreter Tra ining  Projec t.

Full deta ils to be announc ed .
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NNoo  CCllaasshh  DDiiaarryy
Avoid clashing with another venue offering a SLIP
on the same night as you; use SPIT’s National No-
Clash Diary to check and register dates for your

SLIPs.
RReemmeemmbbeerr  --  iitt  oonnllyy  wwoorrkkss  iiff  yyoouu  uussee  iitt!!

Up to date listings can be seen at
www.spit.org.uk/search.asp

This issue of SPIT News c ost £1.00. SPIT relies on
dona tions from ind ividua ls, trusts and
founda tions for ha lf of its inc ome.  Please support
us.  All dona tions la rge and  sma ll a re vita l.
For more informa tion on how you c ould  support
SPIT p lease c ontac t us.

KKeeeepp  iinn  ttoouucchh!!
To join SPIT’s free mailing list, simply send

us your name, address and contac t
details.  Remember, if you received this

issue of SPIT News by post, you are
already on our database!

SPIT, 1 Stobart Avenue
Manchester M25 0AJ
Tel/fax:  0161 773 1715
Email: sarah@spit.org.uk
Website: www.spit.org.uk

SHAPE’S FIRST ANNUAL
THEATRE SUMMER SCHOOL
FOR DEAF ADULTS

Train intensively for two weeks
with leading deaf theatre
prac titioners using BSL - in ac ting,
drama, physical theatre, movement
and technical skills.

The course will run from
Sunday 17th - Saturday 30th August
2003. The course will be based in the
teaching and accommodation
fac ilities of the London Metropolitan
University on the Holloway Road, a
bus ride from the West End!

Teaching will start on Monday
18th August. The Summer School will
finish with two performances on
stage on the 28th and 29th August,
before departing for home on
Saturday 30th August with 10 full
teaching days and informal ac tivities
each evening, like theatre visits,
d iscussion groups etc . There will be
two days for relaxation.

Details

How much? Full Price - £200*
Concessions for students/people on
benefits (proof needed) - £150*
*Meals and accommodation are
inc luded

For an application form - p lease
contac t:
John Wilson, Deaf Arts Officer
Fax - 020 7619 6162
email - john@shapearts.org.uk
funded by Arts Council Lottery Funding

For further information on Shape and
Deaf Arts please go to the website -
ww.shapearts.org.uk


