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DEAF FOCus GROUP
UPDATE

Membersof SPITsDeaf
Focus Group have been
reporting back on theatreswith
recent viststo Hampstead
Theatre The Safari Party, Bristol
Hippodrome Miss Saigon,
Churchill Theatre Bromley
Sturday Night Fever& The
Vagina Monologuesat Cochrane
Theatre London.

The performance of The
Vagina Monologueswasa one-
off, directed by Jenny Sealey and
Bspeth Morrison, with an all
disabled cast, giving theirtime
free, and raisng money for
charitiesdealing with violence
against disabled women.

At very short notice one of
SPITsDFG went and reported
backthat the show was
“fantastic! a briliant comedy”.
She encountered some difficulties
booking and seeing the
interpreterswhen they were
sitting. The Captionsby STAGETEXT
helped when the interpreters
were not very good ornot visble.
“It would be a fab show to see
againin a good accesstheatre.
Variousdisability women
performing —great!”

If you are interested in joining the
Deaf Focus Group please
contact SPIT.

BVIZ

BDA TO ESTABLISH A BRITISH SIGN
LANGUAGE ACADEMY

The British Deaf Association isthe largest national Deaf charity
run by Deaf people for Deaf people, whose vison isa world
where Deafpeople who use sgn language enjoy the same
rights, responsbilities, opportunitiesand quality of life as
everyone. Around 250,000 people in the UKuse sign language
on a daily bass, 70,000 of who are Deafand depend on it as
their first or preferred language.

S it makessense that following the Government’sstatement on
18 March 2003 recognising B, the BDA have announced their
plansto establish a BS.Academy, which willfocuson the
quality of sgn language teaching provison. Thiswillinclude
training sgn language tutors, developing materialsand
curricula fornew dsgn language coursessuch asGCSEand
setting up distance leaming and accesscourses. ltishoped to
start some joint working in the next year with Yorkshire Forward,
the Yorkshire and Humbersde Regional Development Agency.

Jeff Mc Whinney, Chief Executive of the BDA said, “The
Academy iscreated by the BDA with the purpose of putting
the ownership and control of sign language firmly into the
handsof Deaf people. It willenhance the quality of BSL
teaching, egpecially at higherlevels, leading to a rapid
increase in the availability of qualified tutorsand courses. This
willincrease the numberof people who are able to
communicate in B at alllevelsand ultimately increase the
number of qualified sgn language interpreters.”

DEAF AWARENESS WORKSHOPS

What you thought

“Excellent! fantadic course that Iwilbe recommending to other
coleagues& theatres”

“the venue tourwasusefulto sse the practicalsde of accessforany
deafperson”

“some topicsdiscused coverthingsthat a hearing person would
neverthink of”

Next date —-Monday 9t June 2003, Festival Theatre,
Edinburgh

New datesin the autumn willbe announced in the summer. If you are
intereged in hoging a workshop please contact SIT.
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THEATRE ROYAL PLYMOUTH LAUNCHES
PLAYWRITE

“Ithought Iwas ‘hearing’ the performance”

If you live nearorin Plymouth, then you willbe pleased to hear
that in addition to regular B interpretered shows, the Theatre
Royalisintroducing a new in-house service forthe deafand
hard of hearing, known asplaywrite, usng captioned
performances.

“Captioning hasmade it possble forme to go to the theatre
again. Ino longerfeelleft out”.

The syssem worksthrough an operator, who inputsdialogue and
sound effects, which isthen transmitted to an LED screen. The
LED screen iseasy to read and givesup to three linesof
coloured text at any one time.

“Thanksto the captionslrealised that lliked the language and
poetry of the play very much”

The LED screen willbe a permanent feature in the Theatre
Royal, which isworking up a fullprogramme of playwrite
performanceseach year. If you would like to know more and
be kept up-to-date calldirect on 01752 230318, TypeText on
0870 240 5152 oremail access@heatreroyal.com

“What struck me wasbeing able to laugh with the rest of the
audience. Just what we wanted to do-laugh at the right time,
just like everyone else.”
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More West End Musicals
on the way

Sgnaway hasannounced a
seriesof West End musicalsto be
interpreted by Donna Ruane at
weekends. The first, Grease at the
Victoria Palace on Saturday 12t July is
followed by the Queen musical, We Will
Rock You at the Dominion on Saturday
13 September. The Chrissmasoffering
The Lion King isat the Lyceum Theatre
on a Sunday, 14t December; allthese
showsare reduced price and aswe go
to press, Terry hasannounced Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang at the London
Palladium on Saturday 24t January
2004.

Thiscombination of West End
musicalsand Saturday matineesisa
deliberate approach. More sign
language usersgo to musicalsthan
othertypesof theatre, plusSaturday
matineesmean that people can travel
from outside London and ¢tillget home
afterwards- something they cannot do
during the week. Sgnaway hasa
strategy of holding a number of seats
and if they are not selling well, then any
unsold seatsare gradually released for
sale to the public asthe date
approaches.

Why musicalsand not plays?
Terry isquick to point out that Sgnaway
hasdone The Mousetrap and the
Reduced Shakespeare Company in
the West End and also those playgoers
are wellcatered forby the Royal
National Theatre, RSC, Donmar
Warehouse and Almeida where
interpreterslike Mary Connelland
Wendy Ebsworth regularly do an
excellent job. Sgnaway has
concentrated on developing thisarea
because many theatregoersask forthe
big musicalsin the West End.

The Society of London Theatre is
continuing to work closely with
Sgnaway in developing accessto the
West End asa whole following the
successof a project SOLTinitiated three
yearsago where ticket pricesare
reduced where possble for West End
shows.

Fordetailsof Sgnaway’s Wes End Sgned
PerformancesFax 020 8654 9282 ore-mail
Sgnaway@btintemet.com



Letters

Paula Garfield of Deafinitely Theatre writesin regponse to
John Wilson’srecent atticle.

Iread John Wilson’satticle very carefully and
wasvery excited and pleased with the newsthat Shape
wasawarded such a large grant to develop a National
Deaf Theatre. Thisproject hasbeen a long time coming
and lam glad to see it finally happening. Thisisa very
exciting time forthe Deaf Artsin generalasourworkas
artigsisbecoming more valued and supported in the
Deafand Hearing world.

Howeverlfeelthat Shape hasoverooked other
vared and successful effortsto set up and edablish a
Deaf Theatre Company. Deafinitely Theatre offersa
variety of programmessuch asyouth theatre workshops,
chidren drama group, theatre in education and
productionsdirected and performed by deafpeople in
B Snce darting one yearago we have devised and
performed three playsand are cumently working on our
forth, a large scale production to be performed at
Jackson’slane from 10-14 June™.

Deafwaybased in Pregonishoping to have a
theatre project again aftera succesdul projectin
Bighton thisMarch, with deaf actorstraining and
rehearsng and devisng a short play overa 3week
period with about 200 people in the audience.
Traveling Light Theatre Company based in Bidolhas
been running Deaf Theatre summerschools family
workshopsand drama workshopsoverthe pag three
yearsin partnership with Family Deaf Centre and is
expanding itsworkto run a long term youth theatre with
Deaf children. Hmfield Shoolforthe deafisalive with
poets actorsand dancers—thisschoolhasworked with
many resdent artidsand performswork every yearon
Bigoldages

It seemswe are oilt forchoice atthe moment
which isgreat newsforthe deaf community. There isso
much happening alloverthe country and we hope this
willcontinue. It ishealthy forthe artsto have competition
and diversty othewise quality will suffer. S please
rememberthatthese smallcompaniesmay have little
money but they do have abundance oftalent and
detemination. They need more support both from
funding organisationsand from large already
egablished organisationssuch asSHAPE

*MOTHERLAND presented by Deafinitely Theatre
usng sgn and speech 10-14t June, JacksonslLane N6
see liging fordetails
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Theaire News

Almeida - now reopened next P The
Lady from the Sea by Ibsen Captioned
11t June, BS_interpreted 18t June by
Mary Connell, see listing for details

Graeae’s Mother Courage and her
Children - bringstogether 12 young
actors, fresh from Graeae’sMissng Piece
performance training at London
Metropolitan Universty. Exclusively for
physcally disabled and sensory impaired
adults, it isthe only training programme
of itskind leading directly to a
professonal production. On tourin
London June —July —see listing

Theatre Alibi’s show Teapot for 5-12 year
oldswasinterpreted by Connie O’Neill
when they visted the CountessWeir
Combined Shool (which hasa unit for
children with hearing impairment). The
Royal Shoolforthe Deaf also brought a
group. Connie wason stage moving
alongsde the performersthroughout,
which wasa first forherand very
successful. Theatre Alibi willbe offering
BS_interpreted showsagain in the
autumn.

Shakespeare at the Tower, Hoghton Lancs
Don’t missthe promenade
performancesof Twelfth Night in the
open airwithin the dramatic setting of
Hoghton Tower'scourtyards, gardens
and house. Michael Boe willbe
interpreting on 2n, 6th & 9t July. See
liting for detalils.

INTERPRETER TRAINING PROJECT

SPIThassecured funding from the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation to pilot
its Theatre Interpreter Training Project.

Fulldetailsto be announced.




SHAPE’S FIRST ANNUAL
THEATRE SUMMER SCHOOL
FOR DEAF ADULTS

Train intensively fortwo weeks
with leading deaftheatre
practitionersusng B - in acting,
drama, physcaltheatre, movement
and technical skills

The course willrun from
Qunday 17th - Saturday 30th August
2003. The course willbe based in the
teaching and accommodation
facilitiesof the London Metropolitan
University on the Holloway Road, a
busride from the West End!

Teaching will start on Monday
18th August. The Summer Shool will
finish with two performanceson
stage on the 28th and 29th August,
before departing forhome on
Saturday 30th August with 10 full
teaching daysand informal activities
each evening, like theatre vigts,
discussion groupsetc. There willbe
two daysforrelaxation.

Details

How much? Full Price - £200*
Concessonsfor students/people on
benefits(proof needed) - £150*
*Mealsand accommodation are
included

Foran application form - please
contact:

John Wilson, Deaf Arts Officer
Fax-020 7619 6162

emalil - john@shapearts.org.uk
funded by ArtsCouncil Lottery Funding

Forfurtherinformation on Shape and
Deaf Artsplease go to the webste -
ww.shapeartsorg.uk

Keep in touch!

To join PITsfree mailing lig, Smply send
usyourname, addressand contact
details. Remember, if you received this
issue of SPITNewsby pod, you are
already on ourdatabase!

SPIT, 1 Stobart Avenue
Manchester M25 0AJ
Tel/fax: 0161773 1715
Email: sarah@spit.org.uk
Website: www.spit.org.uk

S8 GULBENKIAN
i3’ FOUNDATION

Thisissue of SPITNewscost £1.00. SPITrelieson
donationsfrom individuals, trustsand
foundationsfor half of itsincome. Please support
us. Alldonationslarge and small are vital.

Formore information on how you could support
SPITplease contact us.
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No Clash Diary

Avoid clashing with another venue offering a SLIP

on the same night as you; use SPIT’s National No-

Clash Diary to check and register dates for your
SLIPs.

Remember - it only works if you use if!

Up to date listings can be seen at
www.spit.org.uk/search.asp




