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CCaa rrnniivvaa ll  MMeessssiiaa hh
IInnttee rrpp rree tteedd   bb yy  JJoohhnn  PPaa rrkkee rr

AA  rreevviieeww   bb yy  CChhrriiss  BBrrooaa dd bb eenntt

My litera ry skills will never
matc h the brea thtaking
performanc e of Carniva l Messiah!

I went to the show unsure
and  unprepared . The p roduc tion
para llels the c a tholic  belief of the
b irth, dea th & resurrec tion of Christ
with the Trinidad  Carniva l p rac tic e.
The c ast was vast. Folk singers,
danc ers, b lues and  gospel singers,
Afric an perc ussion interspersed
with c lassic a l/ modern danc e,
d isc o, hip -hop , reggae....  The lega l
sc ene where Joseph p resents his
c ourt "b rief" c ase, was very witty
and  overflowing with puns. The
c ruc ifixion performed  on stilts
b rought gasps from the aud ienc e.
It was without doub t the best show
I have ever seen. I doub t you
would  see better in Venic e, Rio,
Sydney or Notting  Hill"! The
interp reter was b rilliant and
deserves an Osc ar. I would
rec ommend Carniva l Messiah to
everyone from 5 - 105 and  defy
any spec ta tor to remain sea ted .

Registered Charity No. 1038247 www.spit.org.uk

December  2002 I ssue 31

MAMMA MIA – IT’S DONNA!
AA  rreevviieeww   bb yy  AAlllleenn  KKllee iinn

The only way to see Mamma Mia ! is to book
a  year in advanc e.  The West End  usua lly offers
ha lf p ric e sea ts for signed  performanc es, but
Mamma Mia ! was on sa le a t £32.50.  Would  Dea f
peop le pay tha t p ric e?  As one member of the
aud ienc e put it, “ for a  top  show and  a  top
Interp reter, yes” .  Over 60 others obviously agreed ,
so as the last SPIT Newsletter sa id , “ signed
performanc es a re a live and  well in London” !

The Princ e Edward  Thea tre is a  beautiful
well-la id  out thea tre and  the Dea f aud ienc e were
p lac ed  in the d ress c irc le with interp reter Donna
Ruane stand ing to their left further down on an
extension of the c irc le. There was a  c lea r view of
both the Interp reter and  the stage; it was an
interesting  departure from the usua l “ Interp reter a t
the side of the stage”  arrangement and  worked
well in this pa rtic ula r Thea tre.
Having seen Donna  doing Fame  with a  grea t dea l
of energy a t Bromley in July I wondered  how she
would  adap t to Mamma Mia ! a  p lay tha t has
Abba  songs weaving in and  out of the story.
Cont’d  on page 2

TThhiiss  iissssuuee   oo ff  SSPPIITT  NNeeww ss  oopp eennss  ww iitthh  ttww oo   rreevviieeww ss  ––  MMaa mm mm aa   MMiiaa !!  iinn  LLoonndd oonn’’ ss  WWeesstt  EEnndd
aa nndd   CCaa rrnniivvaa ll  MMeessssiiaa hh   aa tt  tthhee   WWeesstt  YYoorrkksshhiirree   PPllaa yyhhoouussee   tthhiiss  JJuullyy..    WWee   aa rree   aa llww aa yyss
pp lleeaa sseedd   ttoo   iinncc lluudd ee  rreevviieeww ss  oo ff  rreecc eenntt  sshhooww ss,,  ssoo   gg ee tt  ww rriitt iinngg !!

"I rea lly enjoyed  it. Ama zed  to see so many d ea f peop le.
The interp reter was a t side of c irc le whic h is new. I c ould  see
her well but not a t the end  bec ause everyone stood  up  to
danc e. Good  show."
Deaf Focus Group Feedback
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Mamma Mia! review cont’d
Donna ’ s app roac h is to lea rn the show
thoroughly and  it was obvious tha t
p repa ra tion p lus her danc e tra ining  with her
interp reting  bec ame a  performanc e tha t
gave fa r more ac c ess to the show itself, the
c harac terisa tion, the way c erta in lines a re
sa id , the feel of the music  and  the sheer
impac t of the songs.

Donna  was d ressed  70’ s Ab ba-style
w ith a  “gypsy”  look, and  she had  her ha ir
swep t aga in in 70’ s style.  It fitted  in w ith the
show and  I c ould  not think of another
Interp reter who takes so muc h troub le to look
part of the show, ra ther than an appendage.
The Thea tre had  rigged  up  spotlights to ensure
that there were no shadows on her fac e –
most Thea tres a round  the c ountry only rig  up
one light w ithout a  thought about shadows
and  what happens to the Dea f aud ienc e if
the lamp  b lows during  a  performanc e?!

As an Americ an visitor to Lond on;
Donna ’ s style and  method  had  a  huge
impac t on me, equa l to or better than the
best SLIPs we have in New York (where a  new
show is interp reted  every month). Other
European Dea f visitors made simila r
c omments; but do Interp reters need  to be
performers as well?  Tha t is the question being
deba ted  in Europe and  the U.S. right now.
Terry Ruane, Direc tor of SignAwa y (who was
responsib le for setting  up  the interp reted
Mamma Mia !) is c onvinc ed  tha t they do.  “ I
don’ t think a  loc a l SLI who does Doc tor’ s
appointments, c ollege c ourses and
Conferenc es should  be going  on stage
without a  bac kground  of performanc e skills,
otherw ise stric tly speaking , they a re not g iving
full ac c ess”

And  wha t about tha t “high”  tic ket
p ric e?  Well, in New York, Thea tre tic kets c ost
$100, and  £32.50 is less than ha lf of tha t – still
good  va lue for an exc ellent Interp reter and
the best show in the West End !

POSITIVE OUTCOMES FROM DFG
REPORTING... VENUES RESPOND:
Does your Loop System work?
"I have been investiga ting  this inc ident and
putting  systems in p lac e so tha t it c annot
happen aga in. We have now insta lled  an
induc tion loop  so you will no longer have to
ob ta in a  headset in order to use this system.
Unfortuna tely on the evening in question the
equipment was turned  to the wrong
frequenc y, a  situa tion I have sinc e d isc ussed
with our Chief Elec tric ian, and  he has a ltered
this. I have organised  a  tra ining  session with
the Box Offic e Sta ff to make sure tha t they a ll
have a  full and  c omp lete knowledge of a ll
the equipment and  systems ava ilab le so tha t
this sort of inc ident c annot happen aga in. Be
assured  tha t we a re doing our utmost to
rec tify the prob lems tha t so obviously need  to
be addressed .”
Hearing Dogs Welcome
"We were c onc erned  by the nega tive
feedbac k and  hope the c hanges we a re
making as a  result will improve things for the
future. The na ture of the thea tre spac e and
design for some shows c an make it d iffic ult to
find  a  good  spot from whic h an interp reter
c an c over a ll the ac tion. We will now try to
hold  earlier meetings with d irec tors, designers
and  interpreters and  write into d irec tors &
designers c ontrac ts tha t they must c onsider a
position for an interpreter from the start. We
have 3 members of sta ff who a re p rofic ient
signers and  we try to ensure tha t a t least one
of these is on duty for sign-interpreted
performanc es. We have booked  another 3
onto SPIT's Deaf Awareness Workshop  and  will
be send ing 3 more a long to the next one. We
do rec ognise the importanc e of
understand ing the needs of our deaf
c ommunity and  of making our build ing  and
produc tions as ac c essib le as possib le. We will
c ontinue to do a ll we c an to ensure tha t the
dea f c ommunity feels welc ome and
c omfortab le."

“ I was ab le to follow the songs and  sign-
sing  a long ra ther than the interp reter
being  an ‘add -on’  fea ture.  I felt she was
part of the show, though it may have
been a  b it better if we had  been c loser
to the stage.”
Deaf Focus Group Feedback



SPIT NEWS 31

- 3 -

NNoo  CCllaasshh  DDiiaarryy
Avoid clashing with another venue offering a

SLIP on the same night as you; use SPIT’s
National No-Clash Diary to check and register

dates for your SLIPs.
RReemmeemmbbeerr  --  iitt  oonnllyy  wwoorrkkss  iiff  yyoouu  uussee  iitt!!

Up to date listings can be seen at
www.spit.org.uk/search.asp

SPIT relies on Trusts and  Founda tions for a
third  of its inc ome. All dona tions la rge and
sma ll a re vita l if SPIT is to c ontinue its work. If
you would  like to support SPIT p lease
c onsider Give As You Earn (GAYE) or
c ontac t us.

DEAF AWARENESS WORKSHOPS &

BSL COURSES 2003
Full-day workshops on Deaf awareness
continue:
London, Sadler’s Wells Mon 20 Jan
Birmingham, Hippodrome Wed 5 March
London, Drill Hall Mon 12 May

We would like to run our 10 week BSL
Introductory Course in the Spring.  If you are
interested in hosting or attending please
contac t us.

RECENT HAPPENINGS…

SPIT was a t the RNID Breaking the Sound
Barrier Exhibition on 18/ 19 Oc tober.

The SPIT AGM took p lac e on 29 Oc tober.

FFLLOORRAA  LLOONNDDOONN  MMAARRAATTHHOONN  22000033
Do you want to run in the London Mara thon in
Ap ril 2003?  Then why not make your tra ining
pay, by running  on beha lf of Defeating
Deafness, the UK’ s only na tiona l med ic a l
resea rc h c ha rity for dea f and  ha rd  of hea ring
peop le.  Whether you’ re a  regula r runner or
just looking  for a  new c ha llenge, d on’ t miss out
on this c hanc e to take pa rt in the sporting
event of the yea r.
We have 7 gua ranteed  p lac es in this yea r’ s
mara thon, and  hope to ra ise a t least £1,250 for
the c ha rity from eac h p lac e.  We’ ll g ive you
the help  and  support you need  to meet the
c ha llenge.  Do you have wha t it takes to go
the d istanc e?
For further informa tion p lease c ontac t Anna
today by writing  to: Defea ting  Dea fness, 330-
332 Gra y’ s Inn Road , London, WC1X 8EE
or telephoning: 0207 833 1733
or ema iling :  defea ting .dea fness@uc l.ac .uk

KKeeeepp  iinn  ttoouucchh!!
To join SPIT’s free mailing list, simply send us
your name, address and contact details.
Remember, if you received this issue of SPIT
News by post, you are already on our
database!

SPIT, 1 Stobart Avenue
Manchester M25 0AJ
Tel/fax:  0161 773 1715
Email: sarah@spit.org.uk
Website: www.spit.org.uk

GGoooodd   pp rraa cc tt iicc ee   iinn  aa cc tt iioonn
SPIT believes in supporting  good  p rac tic e, so we

were p leased  to hea r positive feedbac k about one of
our founder memb ers, Eng lish Na tiona l Opera  (ENO).

ENO has been c onsulting  w ith d isab led  patrons
about the renova tion of its home, the Lond on Coliseum,
for the past two yea rs, to get feedbac k on sea ting ,
p ric ing , servic es and  fac ilities, as well as its range of
ac c ess servic es tha t inc lude regula r SLIPs and  aud io-
desc ribed  performanc es.  Meetings take p lac e on a
regula r basis w ith g roups of d isab led  pa trons who have
spec ific  needs, and  the informa tion, advic e and
feedbac k has informed  a rc hitec tura l p lans, p ric ing
polic y and  p rac tic a l aspec ts like signage, etc .

Contac t us if you know about simila r examp les
of c ompanies and  thea tres�working  ha rd  to get it right,
so we c an sing  their p ra ises!


