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Parish of St. John the Divine – Rastrick 
Priest-in-Charge & Vicar Designate: Rev Matthew R Pollard
1 Vicarage Gardens, Rastrick, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 3HD

Telephone: (01484) 713386

Minutes of PCC meeting held on Wednesday 16th April 2008
Present: 
Alice Bates



Dianne Bates


Moira Burns (Minutes)

Roger Ellis (Chairman)

Cherry Fancourt

Alan Hoggard
David Marshall


Richard Mason

Barbara Rukin

Shirley Stow



Soo Sykes


Christine Whitaker
	Ref
	
	Action

	
	Opening Prayer

Alan Hoggard led the meeting in readings and prayer.
	

	
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies had been received from Fran Dowson, Oriel Kelly, Shelley Marshall & Rev. Matthew Pollard.
Roger welcomed Alice & Soo as new PCC Members.
	

	03/08

	Minutes of the 19th March 2008 Meeting

The Minutes were agreed unanimously and that all items be published.
Roger Ellis signed the Minutes for the Minute Book.                                              

	MB

	04/08
	Matters Arising
	

	A
	Time for God Placement
No report – held over until next meeting.
	MP

	B
	Wayside Pulpit

Roger reported back that the cost of a poster was no more than £20. It was agreed that we would continue with the posters but a volunteer was required to physically place it on the board.  Roger asked Christine Whitaker to place an appeal in the magazine and the newsletter.  Alan suggested a special poster was printed for the Art Weekend (24-26th April) which was agreed and Roger offered to organise this.
	CW
RE

	C
	Stewardship Campaign

Alan reconfirmed that this would be highlighted in Church during the first 3 Sundays in May and would also include an information pack.  Cherry suggested that this should be available to everyone on the Electoral Roll and discussion followed ending with the following people agreeing to form a group and to meet as soon as possible to proceed with this campaign. (Matthew, Alan, Richard, Roger, & Dianne).
	MP/AH/

RMM/

RE/DB

	D
	Children & Communion
No report – held over until next meeting.  
	MP

	05/08
	Minutes of the 6th April 2008 meeting 
The Minutes were agreed unanimously and that all items be published.

Roger Ellis signed the Minutes for the Minute Book.
	MB

	A
	Church running costs

Richard raised this from the APCM meeting and suggested that this was brought to the next Finance Committee.  This was agreed.
	Finance
Comm.

	B
	Tea & Coffee money
Doreen Davis had raised this at the APCM and Richard agreed that from now on the amount raised would be mentioned in the Treasurer’s APCM report.
	RMM


	C
	Parish share rebate
Richard advised that he had sent a letter to Ashley Ellis (Diocesan Secretary) asking for clarification regarding the process but had not received a reply. Richard agreed to contact him again.

	RMM


	D
	Organ repairs/refurbishment

David Austin had raised this at the APCM wanting to make the Church aware of repairs needed.  Richard to contact Fran who has relevant details and take to the next Finance Committee.
	RMM

	E
	Church music
Roger read out a letter from Graham Readshaw outlining his views in relation to the comments that David Austin had raised at the APCM regarding the music in church.  Discussion followed and Soo Sykes passed on comments from the uniformed organisation parents re the suitability of hymns on especially the third Sundays and it was agreed that Matthew would be asked to speak to the Music Commission and pass on both Soo and Graham’s comments.  This item would be added to AOB for next month’s meeting. 
	MP

	F
	PCC members’ attendance
A request had been made for the average attendance of PCC members to be added to the PCC Secretary’s report.  This was agreed.
	MB


	G
	Distribution of booklet
It was agreed that the booklet would be ready for distribution 2 weeks before the APCM meetings. 
	MB


	H
	Leaders/helpers for uniformed organisations
Soo raised the desperate need for help in Brownies at St. John’s.  St John’s has 7 girls in Brownies ready to go up to Guides but due to the fact there are no Guide leaders they are staying in Brownies which has a knock-on effect in girls joining Rainbows.  2 helpers in Brownies are needed each week. They do not need to be CRB checked if helping with cleared Leaders.  It was suggested that an appeal to the parents at a special meeting, with Matthew to support the Groups, be organised asking them to go on a rota to help.  If there were still no response then to come into the church community for the same rota help.  Item to be added to the Agenda for the next meeting.
	SSy/MP

	06/08
	Election of PCC Representatives

The following people were elected.  

Barbara Rukin onto the HIC Committee, 

Christine Whitaker onto the Scout Group Committee, 

Richard Mason as Electoral Roll Officer, 

Alan Hoggard onto Music Commission, 

Cherry Fancourt, both Church Wardens and Gerald Savage (if agreeable) onto the Church Improvement Committee

Graham Readshaw, Raymond Raine, Cherry Fancourt, Christine Whitaker & Richard Burns as Offering Counters – Richard Mason was asked to find more people and ratify their names at the next meeting.  However, Alan proposed that if necessary the Treasurer to be able to ask anyone suitable, even not on the list, and this was agreed.

Richard Mason, Alan Hoggard, Fran Dowson, Roger Ellis, Matthew Pollard and Gerald Savage, if agreeable, to be elected onto the Finance Committee.

Barbara Rukin & Doreen Davis onto the Growing Together Group.

Barbara Rukin onto the Brighouse & Rastrick Churches Together Group – Moira was asked to do an appeal for more congregation people to join this Group specifying that there are only 3 meetings per year.

Oriel Kelly, Dianne Bates, Norman Lake, Cherry Fancourt, Shirley Stow, Margaret Ellis and Arlene Lord were all elected onto the Missions & Charities Committee.
Moira to ask Gerald Savage before the next meeting if he is agreeable to go onto the Church Improvement Committee and Finance Committee.
	RMM

MB

MB

	07/08
	Car Park Surfacing
Soo mentioned that before any work was done that there was a time capsule buried in that area that needed retrieving.
Roger gave an update of the situation to PCC. David suggested that we look at porous surfaces when deciding.  Fran to update Roger for the next PCC for progress.
	FD/RE

	08/08
	Toilets for the disabled
Roger brought the PCC up to date and suggested that a small group from PCC  work with Robert Beaumont and Graham Readshaw on this project.  Richard, Alan, Cherry, Fran and Roger offered their services and Shirley also suggested Julia Tum who had requested to be part of the working group.  A meeting with all would be arranged for after 2nd June when people had returned from Mara. A copy of the plans to be displayed in church.  Alan suggested that due to the work involved the project was now renamed as ‘Refurbishment of the Hall toilets’. 
	

	09/08
	Hall Bookings

Rod to be asked to send through the Hall Bookings to all PCC members before PCC meetings to enable each one to have sight beforehand.

Soo advised that the Brownies would like to have a Saturday night sleepover in aid of Save the Children in June.  Alan would check on speakers for Sundays and Moira to talk to Matthew re linking with the Junior Church Special service.

Richard reported back on Jane Pringles request to book the hall for 8 – 11th Oct. A fee is still to be finalised but Richard will liaise with Rod and Graham Readshaw.
	MB

AH

MB

RMM

	10/08
	Correspondence

Roger read out a letter received from Bishop Stephen regarding finance, parish share and mutual support. Cherry suggested that this be displayed in church and Richard took a copy for the Finance Committee.  Matthew had passed on the following comments which Roger read out in his absence. ‘Please bring this letter to the PCC’s attention.  Obviously it does not admonish us; in fact the recognition of our sacrificial efforts is hidden within the penultimate paragraph’. Discussion followed and Roger asked the Finance Committee to report back to the PCC re the parish share situation.
	MB

Finance

Comm.

	11/08
	Electoral Roll

Richard advised that he had reported to the Diocese we had 110 members.  
	

	12/08
	Health & Safety

The current policy which was due for agreement by PCC will be reviewed and checked by the Health & Safety Committee and brought back to PCC next month.

Roger had just received, the previous evening, a new quote from Andrew Morrisroe’s company regarding fire risk assessments and will report back at the next PCC meeting once he had time to read through properly.
	H & S

Comm.

RE

	13/08
	Core Group

Minutes from the last meeting are currently being completed and will be brought to the next PCC meeting but Alan & Shirley outlined briefly what had been discussed – outcomes from the Parish Away Day and perhaps planning a joint Away Day with St Matthews in the future.  Roger raised the fact that we had not had a joint Sunday morning service with St Matthews and discussion followed with ideas including perhaps an annual service at each church.
	Core 

Group

	14/08
	Junior Church

Moira advised that a full report was in the magazine.  Janet Thain was stepping down as a Leader for Scramblers in July but would hopefully be still helping as a helper.  Moira also advised that she would be stepping down as Co-ordinator and had met with the Leaders to discuss this.  There is a Child Protection/Health & Safety evening planned with Rosemary Lake on 30th April 8.pm in the Sturrock Room which Parent & Toddler Leaders had also been invited too.
Roger asked Moira to thank Janet Thain for all her work, and to arrange an appeal for a new leader for Scramblers.
	MB



	15/08
	Deanery Synod Report

Nothing to report – Moira noted that this item will only appear on the Agenda after each meeting in future.
	MB

	16/08
	Treasurer’s Report

Richard gave a brief outline of the report attached and advised that he would be placing a report into the magazine for the first quarter of the year.

Richard also advised that he had been investigating alternatives for the gas contract which is due for renewal.  He had found that Eon were the cheapest with a fixed price for 3 years.  Richard recommended that he changed to Eon, this was seconded by Cherry and agreed unanimously.

A question was raised regarding items, such as the Pantomime donation, being put in the correct account and whether transfers can be made between the Church and the Hall accounts. This will be taken to the Finance Committee and reported back to PCC at the next meeting.

Moira read out an email query from Oriel Kelly regarding the Missions & Charities division of monies.  Dianne advised on the situation, and said that at the September 2003 Group meeting an initial meeting plan had been agreed recommending that the Missions & Charities Group were empowered to allocate funds and report back to PCC with their Minutes.
	RMM

RMM

Finance

Comm.

	17/08

	Dates For The Diary
18/20 April

Celebrate Rastrick! 2008 Weekend
25/27 April
Art Exhibition, Coffee Morning and Concert Weekend
6th May
MU Coffee Morning @ Shirley Stow’s 10-12 a.m. 7-9 pm
13th May

Archdeacon’s Visitation at St Matthew’s Northowram

15thMay-2nd June
Ladies to Mara Visit
17th May

Prayer Breakfast at New Road Sunday School 9 a.m.
5th June

Deanery Synod at St John’s, Rastrick

8/26 June

Jeanette Roberts, an Ordinand from Durham visiting.

14th June

Pat Hobson’s 70th birthday event in Hall (proceeds to Church funds in Gordon’s name).
22nd June

Pantomime Barbecue – Church grounds and Hall
13th July

Wakefield Cathedral – Mara Service

7th Sept
Confirmation Service at St Matthew’s 10 a.m.
13th Sept

Sponsored Walks Day ending in Church Hall for a parish tea.

18th Oct

St John’s Voices & Music Group Concert organised by David Austin.

8th Nov
Irish Evening in Church Hall

	

	18/08
	Any Other Business
Mara Visit – Cherry ran through the Mara visit itinerary for the benefit of the PCC – a copy of which is attached.

APCM amendment – Richard highlighted the fact that an error had been made with the election of PCC members.  Due to Richard Mills’ resignation Shirley Stow agreed to stand for just one year to maintain the correct sequence.  The relevant forms will be amended.
	MB

	
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next PCC meeting is Wednesday 21st May in the Sturrock Room at 7.30pm prompt. 

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm with The Grace 
	PCC
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