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Parish of St. John the Divine – Rastrick 
Priest-in-Charge & Vicar Designate: Rev Matthew R Pollard
1 Vicarage Gardens, Rastrick, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 3HD

Telephone: (01484) 713386

Minutes of PCC meeting held on Wednesday 21st May 2008
Present: 
Rev. Matthew Pollard (Chairman)
Dianne Bates

Moira Burns (Minutes)


Fran Dowson



Roger Ellis 

David Marshall



Richard Mason


Barbara Rukin
Shirley Stow



Christine Whitaker
	Ref
	
	Action

	
	Opening Prayer

Rev. Matthew Pollard led the meeting in Evening Prayer, including a reading from John 6 v. 25-35 read by Fran Dowson.
	

	
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies had been received from Alice Bates, Cherry Fancourt, Alan Hoggard, Oriel Kelly and Soo Sykes.
	

	19/08

	Minutes of the 16th April 2008 Meeting

The Minutes were agreed unanimously and that all items be published.
Rev. Matthew Pollard signed the Minutes for the Minute Book.                                             

	MB



	20/08
	Matters Arising
	

	A
	Time for God Placement
Matthew advised that he, and the hosts, had met with the Time for God representatives since the last meeting and had just received, prior to this meeting, details of a candidate called Jacqueline St Pierre. Her details had been sent out to the working group and would hopefully have further news at the next PCC meeting.
	MP

	B
	Wayside Pulpit

Roger advised PCC that there had been no response from the congregation after an appeal for a volunteer to help with this so far. In the meantime he had obtained some new posters and would put them up until someone came forward.
	RE

	C
	Children & Communion
Matthew advised the meeting that he was still intending to have a presentation after a 10.15 a.m. service but no date had yet been set.
	MP


	D
	Church Music
This would be discussed under Organist later.  
	

	E
	Election of PCC Representatives

Richard confirmed that Gerald had been asked to join the Finance Committee. Due to his wife’s condition he was pleased to be ‘kept in the loop’ with information which is understandable and very welcomed.

Barbara confirmed that Doreen Davis had agreed to join the Brighouse & Rastrick Churches Together Group and the Growing Together Group.
	

	F
	Leaders/helpers for uniformed organisations/Corporate services

Re Leaders - Due to Soo being unwell and not attending PCC this item will be held over until the next PCC Meeting.

Re Corporate Services – Matthew confirmed that he is working with Norman Lake re this list.
	MP

	21/08
	Organist

Matthew advised PCC that he had received David Austin’s resignation and had accepted it.  The text of an email sent to Matthew by David outlining some of his reasons for leaving was circulated to members present.  It was agreed that Matthew may share contents of the said email with Pam Dimbleby. Discussion followed as to whether another organist could be found and Roger suggested trying Leeds University, Bretton College.  Matthew agreed to contact these and follow up any other ideas.  Matthew asked for support and prayers, especially for Pam Dimbleby in all her work that she does for St. John’s. Moira to contact Jenny Price, the Child Protection Advisor for the Diocese to ascertain whether a CRB check is required for casual organists. 
	MP

MB



	22/08
	HIC

Barbara confirmed that HIC had now completed putting the fire extinguishers hooks up as requested and she had written to thank them.  Matthew thanked Barbara for organising this.
Roger raised a query from a parishioner regarding a hand/safety rail for the steps leading from the Lady Chapel.  This has to be investigated further due to the location and would need discussion with the Archdeacon once returned to work.

Fran had been contacted by a parishioner advising that there were some slates slipping on the Church roof.  Due to the fact that an expensive mobile platform would be needed to do any repairs on the roof, Matthew suggested that she contacted Brian Spence at St Matthews who was also dealing with repairs on their Church Hall roof for advice.
HIC had raised concerns regarding the state of the church hall roof too. This will be monitored by the Church Wardens.
A query regarding a missing sign for the Loop System available in Church was raised.  Fran was aware of this after the Archdeacon’s Visitation on the 27th April and was dealing with it.  Matthew advised PCC that the Archdeacon had been in high praise of our Church Wardens after the Visitation and thanked them too for all they do for St. John’s.
	RE

FD

RE/FD

FD

	23/08
	Magazine
Moira raised the fact that due to the Magazine deadline dates her PCC report was running 2 months behind the actual meetings.  It was agreed that she would just do a brief summary of the agenda and encourage the congregation to read the full Minutes, once agreed by PCC, either on the website or at the back of church.  
	MB

	24/08
	Car Park Surfacing
Roger confirmed that he had received one quote but was awaiting a further 2 quotes before consulting with Allan Dowson who had agreed to give his professional advice.
The question of surfacing the grass area beside the Hall was discussed and a quotation would also be sought for this.
	RMM


	25/08
	Refurbishment of the Hall toilets
Roger reported that he and Robert Beaumont had looked at the amended plans and a  meeting to discuss the funding was being planned before the next PCC meeting. Julia Tum had offered to help with funding too.
Fran had received details of a Bishops Development Fund Day on 21st June organised by the Diocese which could help with funding ideas.  Julia Tum to be approached to attend perhaps with Fran.
	RE
FD



	26/08
	Hall Bookings
Rod Dimbleby had sent through the next 3 months bookings. 
Roger raised a query whether Jane Pringle’s booking was still going ahead and Richard confirmed that he is liasing with her.
	RMM

	27/08
	Correspondence
Moira had received 2 items from the Diocese.  Time & Seasons event for 30th August – a family day at Cannon Hall, and will advertise appropriately, and an announcement regarding the next Diocesan Synod at Dewsbury Minster on 18th June. 
She had also received from the Church Commissioners the notice about the publication of a draft Pastoral Scheme for the Benefices of St John, Rastrick and St Matthew, Rastrick.  All the relative forms had been posted on the Church Door as requested and notification in the newsletter, magazine and website was in hand.

Matthew mentioned that the Draft Pastoral Scheme was as discussed previously except for one item, Clause 1, which relates to the confirmation of the name of St John the Divine, Rastrick.

Transforming Lives. Matthew had received notification from the Diocese that Rev Sandie Maude had been appointed to us as our Spiritual Helper. Matthew will be inviting her to join us one Sunday.  Travelling costs will be paid by us.
	MB


	28/08
	Electoral Roll - Nothing to report. 
	

	29/08
	Health & Safety
The Policy Document had been checked and apart from training needed on fire extinguishers, which Barbara agreed to help with, Roger confirmed that it was all in order to sign.  Matthew to sign offline.

Fran, Lawence Dowson and Barbara to meet to up date any risk assessments. Matthew thanked them all for their work in this field.
A query from the Junior Church leaders regarding an accident report book in the hall was answered.  There is one in the Kitchen.  Moira to advise Leaders.
	BR
MP

FD/LD/BR

MB

	30/08
	Core Group
Matthew advised that a meeting had been held discussing the Away Day follow up including a pastoral support network meeting, and house groups.  3 House Groups will be offered using a course written by Simon Thompson, from Upper Edge’s course on ‘Evan Almighty’.  The 5 week course would commence at the beginning of June on 3 different days, Tuesday evenings, Wednesday afternoons and Thursday evenings.
Matthew confirmed that Dianne Bates had agreed to join the Core Group.
	

	31/08
	Junior Church
Moira reported that Rosemary Lake had led an excellent and informative Child Protection evening for the Junior Church Leaders.
Jannine Morrisroe has agreed to take over as Church Co-ordinator at the end of July.

Richard had raised a query regarding formally approving all Junior Church leaders annually.  It was agreed to do this at the July PCC meetings.
	

	32/08
	Treasurer’s Report
Richard advised that the Finance Committee had not met so no actual figures were available to view, but he had no concerns at this time.

The Finance Committee agenda however would also include the Stewardship Campaign and therefore would report back on this at the next PCC meeting.. 
	

	33/08

	Dates For The Diary
15thMay-2nd June
Ladies to Mara Visit
5th June

Deanery Synod at St John’s, Rastrick  *
8/26 June

Jeanette Roberts, an Ordinand from Durham visiting.

12th June

Growing Together meeting at the Vicarage 7.30 p.m.

14th June
Coffee Morning at St John’s 10 – 12 noon
14th June

Pat Hobson’s 70th birthday event in Hall 

17th June

Brighouse & Rastrick Group of Churches AGM at Upper Edge Baptist Church 7.30 p.m.

22nd June

Pantomime Barbecue – Church grounds and Hall
28th June

Brighouse Gala – Churches Together/Hope 08 represented.

28th June

12 hour prayer vigil at St Matthew’s 10a.m. – 10 p.m.

13th July

Wakefield Cathedral – Mara Service

30th August

Time and Seasons – a Diocesan family day at Cannon Hall 

11 – 3p.m.

7th Sept
Confirmation Service at St Matthew’s 10 a.m.
13th Sept

Sponsored Walks Day ending in Church Hall for a parish tea.

18th Oct

St John’s Voices & Music Group Concert organised by David Austin.

8th Nov
Irish Evening in Church Hall
* 5th June Deanery Synod evening – Barbara kindly agreed to organise volunteers to serve refreshments.
The Blood Donors were requesting to book the Church Hall on the 24th December and due to Christingle services Richard agreed to liase with Rod Dimbleby with regard to an alteration of date. 
	  BR

RMM

	34/08
	Any Other Business
Matthew advised that Churches Together/Hope 08 will be represented at this year’s Brighouse Gala on Saturday 28th June and passed on a request for help on the day.
He also highlighted for the same day the 12 hour vigil at St Matthews, 10a.m. – 10 p.m.

Altar Candles – Muriel Coop had raised the problem with the wicks on these and 2 new ones, plus one for the Lady Chapel had been ordered, and paid for by a kind donation.

Christian Aid – Christine Whitaker confirmed that so far £1249.23 had been received at St John’s.  Final figures to be announced.  Matthew thanked all the collectors, Christine Whitaker for organising everything, and for the counters that had met at the Vicarage.
	

	
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next PCC meeting is Wednesday 18th June in the Sturrock Room at 7.30pm prompt. 

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm with The Grace 
	PCC
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