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Parish of St. John the Divine – Rastrick 
Priest-in-Charge & Vicar Designate: Rev Matthew R Pollard
1 Vicarage Gardens, Rastrick, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 3HD

Telephone: (01484) 713386

Minutes of PCC meeting held on Wednesday 18th June 2008
Present: 
Rev. Matthew R Pollard (Chairman)
Alice Bates

Dianne Bates
Moira Burns (Minutes)


Fran Dowson

Roger Ellis 




Cherry Fancourt



Alan Hoggard
Oriel Kelly



Richard Mason



Barbara Rukin
Shirley Stow



Soo Sykes




Christine Whitaker

Jeanette Roberts (Visiting Ordinand)
	Ref
	
	Action

	
	Opening Prayer

Rev. Matthew Pollard led the meeting in Evening Prayer, including a reading from 
Romans 15 v 14-21 read by Jeanette Roberts.
	

	
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies had been received from David & Shelley Marshall.
	

	35/08

	Minutes of the 21st May 2008 Meeting

The Minutes were accepted and, after a unanimously agreed omission, were agreed to be published. Rev. Matthew Pollard signed the Minutes for the Minute Book.                                       

	MB

	36/08
	Matters Arising
	

	A
	Time for God Placement
Matthew updated the PCC on this matter.  An American called Jacqueline St Pierre had been suggested but after consultation with the working group and Time For God it was decided that due to her outbound interests and a wish to work with other volunteers we would not be pursuing the placement with her further.  However, another volunteer, Ji Hye Shin had been suggested and the group felt it was worth proceeding with, so Matthew had conveyed this back to Time for God. 
	

	B
	Wayside Pulpit

A member of the congregation had expressed an interest in managing this and Roger agreed to talk further and report back.
	RE

	C
	Children & Communion
Matthew had been looking at dates for a suitable Sunday sermon and October 19th was suggested.
	MRP


	D
	Leaders/helpers for uniformed organisations/Corporate services

Soo reported that she had just received a leaflet called ’Flexible Guiding’ which may help considerably with the need for more leaders and helpers.  However, she was also pleased to report that parents (including fathers) had responded to their appeal for urgent help at a recent meeting.  
Soo also talked about parade Sundays and was sad to see only Rainbows and Brownies attending.  She wondered if the uniformed organisations could be encouraged to be more involved in the actual running of the service and this was discussed.
	

	37/08
	Organist

Moira had received an email from Jenny Price, the Diocesan Child Protection Officer.  It is not Diocesan policy that casual organists have CRB clearance, but it is her firm advice that we should insist they are.  MRP proposed from the chair that we follow that advice, but an amendment was carried, 8 in favour and 4 against, that the advice not be followed provided always that 1) casual organists do not robe; 2) casual organists are supervised at all times whilst in the church building by the duty churchwarden; 3) casual organists are given and requested to sign a copy of the church’s policy in relation to the engagements of casual organists (to be drafted by FD and MRP).
	FD/MRP


	38/08
	HIC

Church Roof.  Fran had spoken to St Matthews regarding the mobile scaffolding unit but apparently they are putting up normal scaffolding.  Therefore Fran was asked to try and source a local firm that could help with a mobile unit and report back.  She would also enquire about the Hall roof at the same time.
Stolen Hoover. Roger had been involved with this incident and after discussion it was suggested to speak to HIC regarding installing a bell on the door (which could be switched off inside during evening events) but would enable the door to be locked but still allow visitors to be heard.  It was also decided to write to each organisation that uses the Hall to make them aware of security and door procedures.  This was unanimously agreed.

Photocopying paper. Soo raised the issue of the damp paper and it was decided to put a plastic box with supplies into the kitchen.  PCC Secretary to monitor stock and advise all concerned.
	FD
RE/MB

MB

	39/08
	Deanery Synod
Barbara gave a report on the evening that had been held at St John’s, including the fact that Matthew had spoken and given a very good profile of St John’s.
She also reported on a Churches Together in Brighouse & Rastrick meeting which had had a good agenda including Time for God placements, a forgiveness project, a notice board for the Canal Basin to inform people of local churches, and Easter services and their format, Christian Unity week next January and the Brighouse Gala, which also came with an appeal for volunteers for the table which is to be manned.

There had also been a meeting of the Growing Together group where discussion had been held regarding finances.

Matthew thanked Barbara very much for attending all these meetings and reporting back to PCC.
	

	40/08
	Mara
Oriel gave a brief report on the recent visit by members of St John’s and St Matthew’s to Mara.  She said it had been a very good visit and they had visited lots of places and seen progress.  Most people had stayed well and they had enjoyed seeing the painting of the church in Nyakiswa and had even managed to do some themselves.  They had enjoyed a Sunday morning service there and then met with the church elders which they found very interesting. Discussion had taken place as to what was needed next – facia boards and shutters and Oriel confirmed that £300 has gone out to complete this work.  She also confirmed that Nyakiswa is quite high on the list with the Development Department regarding the water project so something should be happening soon.  

Matthew thanked Oriel and Alan wondered about feedback to the congregation.  Roger mentioned the suggestion we had regarding a joint service with St Matthews on a 3rd Sunday to encourage the uniformed organisations and that this would be a good time for perhaps a talk and after the service a lunch in St Matthew’s Parish Centre.  
	MRP

	41/08
	Stewardship Campaign
This was discussed in the Treasurer’s Report later.
	

	42/08
	Water Company Policy
Matthew brought to the PCC an email regarding Water Companies ignoring churches charitable status and starting to charge them for the amount of area (i.e. roofs and car parks) that will collect rainwater and discharge it into the sewer network.  This will effectively raise most churches water bills by hundreds if not thousands of pounds. After discussion it was agreed that Moira will advertise the government petition details through the newsletter and magazine to encourage people to sign.
	MB



	43/08
	Car Park Surfacing

 Roger advised that he and Cherry would be working together to contact local companies for quotations.
	RE/CF

	44/08
	Refurbishment of Hall toilets
A meeting is planned with the working group on the 9th July.  PCC were made aware of a broken toilet in the Ladies and Fran will organise a sign for the door.

	FD

	45/08
	Hall Bookings
Moira asked for clarification of reports from Rod for PCC and it was agreed that we only need the current and the following month to view. Moira to advise Rod.
Cherry requested PCC approval for Harvest Lunches to be planned and this was agreed.

Matthew advised PCC that Rastrick High School were once again using St John’s church and hall for their Year 7 visits instead of going to Wakefield Cathedral.  He also commented on the fact that Parent & Toddler leaders had embraced the visit even though it impacted on their usual time in the Hall and he passed on his thanks for their understanding.
	MB


	46/08
	Correspondence

Matthew advised that he had received a letter from Graham Readshaw regarding the Alcohol license application.  Apparently if we have a license we have to have a Designated Supervisor who would have to attend all events where alcohol was being sold or, in some circumstances, nominate a deputy in his/her absence and a written memorandum of the delegation of authority would have to be displayed.  This person would also have to attend a 1 day course, culminating in an exam at £150. They also need to be CRB checked.  The Police also had said that they were going to recommend that a license was granted if we went ahead with this.  Graham at this point joined PCC and after discussion it was decided to continue with the application.  A designated person has to be appointed however beforehand. Until then we would still have to apply for temporary licenses.

Graham had also handed at the beginning of PCC a letter from the West Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Services. This referred to items in the Church and Roger was aware of the work involved and will organise this with HIC.  It was agreed that the required Action Plan form be completed stating that the work would be completed within 6 months and returned to the Fire & Rescue Service by the required date.

Whilst at PCC Graham also asked about the Bouncy Castle planned for the BBQ on the 22nd June at Church.  Richard had not heard back regarding insurance but PCC agreed that as long as one person was supervising at all times and guidance on numbers and ages limited for safety purposes they were happy for the Castle to be available.

Matthew advised that he had been advised that the Transforming Lives Spiritual Helper had changed from Sandie Maude to Graham Cansdale.
	RE

MB



	47/08
	Electoral Roll
Nothing to report
	

	48/08
	Health & Safety
Roger asked for 2 more people to work with him on the Health & Safety assessment and Barbara volunteered. Roger to ask Muriel Coop as Verger to also help if possible. 
	RE

	49/08
	Core Group

Matthew advised that the Group would be meeting the following Tuesday.
	

	50/08
	Junior Church
The following Junior Church leaders were approved by PCC – Janine Morrisroe, Caroline Ingle, Janet Thain, Gillian Mills, Sandra Martin, Anne Aspinall.
	

	51/08
	Treasurer’s Report

Richard presented an excellent and clear set of reports for April & May (attached). He proposed that he encash the Charifund and move it into another Bank account – due to the losses on the Stock Market.  This was seconded by Roger.  

Stewardship Campaign
Matthew asked Richard about responses from the congregation on this Campaign. Richard advised that he had had 2 donations (one gift aided) and a number of responses and approaches from people willing to raise their standing orders.  It was the view of the meeting that the campaign had been ‘pitched’ right.  It was felt that it had been justified to have presentations on three consecutive Sundays for the benefit of people who do not attend every Sunday and that the presentations had been different on each week.
	RMM

	52/08

	Dates For The Diary
22nd June

Pantomime Barbecue – Church grounds and Hall
28th June

Brighouse Gala – Churches Together/Hope 08 represented.

28th June

12 hour prayer vigil at St Matthew’s 10a.m. – 10 p.m.

29th June

Evening Praise Service 6.30 p.m.

5th July

Ward Court Strawberry Tea 2 – 4.30pm Churches Together

6th July

Strawberry Tea @ 12 Wherwell Road, 2 – 4pm Wednesday Nighters event.

12th July

Prayer Breakfast at St Matthews 9 a.m.

13th July

Wakefield Cathedral – Mara Service

30th August

Time and Seasons – a Diocesan family day at Cannon Hall 

11 – 3p.m.

7th Sept
Confirmation Service at St Matthew’s 10 a.m.
13th Sept

Sponsored Walks Day ending in Church Hall for a parish tea.

20th Dec

Carol Singing at Sainsburys 10.30 – noon –Churches Together

2009 events – 

January – Christian Unity Service at St John’s Clifton 18th January 6.30 pm

April – Welsh choir & soloist from Scottish National Opera

September – 1940’s Evening.
	  

	53/08
	Any Other Business
Shirley asked PCC for approval to borrow 6 bibles for the Coffee, Prayer and Reflection mornings.  This was agreed.
Matthew asked for PCC agreement for the Church Hall to be the designated evacuation centre for Woodhouse School.  This was agreed.

Alan shared the good news with PCC that Margaret Smith, a congregation member and past PCC Secretary had graduated from the Bible School in Cardiff.
	

	
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next PCC meeting is Wednesday 16th July in the Sturrock Room at 7.30pm prompt. 

The meeting closed at 10.15 pm with The Grace 
	PCC
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