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Parish of St. John the Divine – Rastrick 
Priest-in-Charge & Vicar Designate: Rev Matthew R Pollard
1 Vicarage Gardens, Rastrick, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 3HD

Telephone: (01484) 713386

Minutes of PCC meeting held on Wednesday 17th September 2008
Present: 
Rev. Matthew R Pollard (Chairman)
Moira Burns

Cherry Fancourt
Rev. Stephen Hannam


Alan Hoggard
Oriel Kelly


Richard Mason



Christine Whitaker

	Ref
	
	Action

	
	Opening Prayer

Rev. Matthew Pollard led the meeting in Evening Prayer, including a reading from 
Mark 14: 29-31 read by Rev. Stephen Hannam.  Matthew welcomed Stephen to the PCC and also gave special prayers for Shirley Stow’s mother Lillian, and for Dianne and Alice in the sad loss of Dianne’s father Gerald..
	

	
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies had been received from Roger Ellis, Shirley Stow, Dianne & Alice Bates, Fran Dowson.
	

	70/08

	Minutes of the 16th July 2008 Meeting

The Minutes were agreed unanimously and that all items to be published. Rev. Matthew Pollard signed the Minutes for the Minute Book.                                   

	MB


	71/08
	Matters Arising
	

	A
	Wayside Pulpit
Moira reported to the PCC that a parishioner had passed on comments about the bad state of this, unfortunately no-one, as far as we were aware, had come forward to assist with this after the recent appeals.
	

	72/08
	Organist

Matthew spoke about the child protection situation for casual organists.  Feedback had been given regarding the proposed agreement previously discussed at PCC from Pam Dimbleby. Matthew read out Pam’s email and a discussion followed.  It was decided that we would relax the need for casual organists to sign the agreement if they did not robe.  One organist likes to robe and because of this, giving the impression of a person in authority, he would be approached to sign our agreement.  Matthew to reply to Pam.  Richard queried the payment of casual organists and after discussion it was decided that the standard rate would be set at £25, except for one particular organist who would receive £30. This was accepted and agreed.
	MP

	73/08
	Time for God Placement
Matthew updated the PCC on Ji Hye.  Dianne and Matthew had attended a very interesting Time for God training day in London, prior to Ji Hye’s arrival.. Ji Hye has now arrival safely and is on a gap year from her University in Seoul and will stay until July next year. She would have 2 days holiday per month, which she might save up and use at the end of the period.  She has 2 days off per week (not necessarily consecutive) and these are Friday & Saturday at the moment, but due to events within the parishes these may change.  Her working day runs in 3 sessions, mornings, afternoons and evenings and she will be working 2 sessions per working day. She’ll be worshipping on a Sunday morning equally between both churches and hopefully parishioners will be inviting her for meals, especially on Sundays.  She will be helping out at various uniformed organisations at both churches as well as both Parent & Toddler Groups.  She will support and assist Stephen and Matthew within existing school work and she might also do additional work at Field Lane and Woodhouse.  Hopefully both these schools might be able to help with funding.
She has also asked Matthew, at their weekly meeting, whether she could help at the Rastrick women’s refuge which she has an interest in which could perhaps forge good pastoral links.  Matthew has encouraged her to take responsibility for her own diary and she has already shown interest in events on the newsletter.  Matthew has a meeting with CICS (Christian Initiative in Calderdale Schools) with Ji Hye which is very encouraging too.  Alan suggested a formal welcome in church which Stephen noted.  Oriel raised a query regarding the gift aiding of money for her which Richard answered.  He has set up a restricted fund for Time for God and any money paid into this could be gift aided.  Richard to put a basket at the back of church.
	RMM

	74/08
	Christmas services.
Matthew sought and was granted approval for the following services: Sunday 21st Dec 10. 15 a.m. will have a ‘Love Russia’ theme with a retiring collection.  This will involve the Music Group, Jenny Ashmore and Junior Church. Oriel proposed that we accept ‘Love Russia’ as the Christmas appeal this year and this was accepted.  There will be 2 Christingle services, as last year, at 3 & 5 p.m. on Christmas Eve and the Music Group had agreed to play at both services.  Barbara agreed to kindly co-ordinate the Christingles.  Midnight Mass will be at 11.30 p.m. on Christmas Eve and the Christmas Day service will be at 10.15 a.m.
	MB
BR


	75/08
	Developments in Ministry
Updates – Matthew advised the PCC that he had been very happy to support applications from Cherry and Freda Broadbent to attend a course in London on Marriage Preparation.  Matthew proposed to the PCC that Margaret Ellis be accepted for chalice and home communion duties.  This was agreed and Matthew will write to the Bishop for approval.  He also asked the PCC for approval for chalice bearer duties for Richard Mason. Training would then follow for them and for existing chalice bearers.  Matthew proposed that the PCC approve these people,  8 voted in favour with 1 against.
	MP

	76/08
	Car Park Surfacing
Cherry updated the PCC .  Cherry is to contact Fran regarding a contact that Laurence may have and also Matthew advised PCC regarding an offer of free coping flag stones that may be available.
	CF


	77/08
	Buildings
No report was given, however Richard brought the PCC up to date with the recent break in to the Hall.  PCC gave Fran approval to go ahead with repairs to the internal doors.
	

	78/08
	Refurbishment of the Hall toilets
Roger passed Moira a message in his absence advising that due to Robert’s holidays, and those of the builder, he will provide a quote for the October PCC meeting. Richard confirmed that approx £2500 had been raised from the recent sponsored walk and Matthew passed on his gratitude and thanks for all those that had walked and all who sponsored.
	

	79/08
	Mara
Oriel advised that nothing more had been announced from Nyakiswa regarding the water situation.  Plans for the joint service on October 5th 10.00 a.m. at St Matthews were in place. (There would be no 10.15 a.m. service that day in St John’s)
	

	80/08
	Hall Bookings
A few items were missing from the sheets and Moira to contact Rod to update.
	MB

	81/08
	Correspondence
Matthew highlighted a presentation at the Mirfield College on 12th November, 7 pm £5 by John Barton from Oxford on ‘Interpreting the Bible’.  Celebration of the Church Urban Fund at St Thomas’ Longroyd Bridge on 8th October at 7pm and to draw peoples attention to the Ebor Lectures – details on the church notice board.
	

	82/08
	Electoral Roll
Nothing to report
	

	83/08
	Health & Safety
Barbara advised that no meeting had been held yet regarding the risk assessment.
	

	84/08
	Core Group

Alan advised that the Core Group had met and lots had been discussed including a proposal for a men’s evening on the first Friday in the month, to include St Matthews as well, a Thursday ‘share’ evening starting 25th September, and Studies on ‘Chocolat’. Please see attached Minutes for full report on meeting.
	

	85/08
	Junior Church

Janine reported that they were having a ‘team’ meeting on 21st September, and the Youth group were looking forward to the Recycling Service also on the 21st September.
	

	86/08
	Treasurer’s Report

Richard circulated the figures (see attached) and talked through all the various accounts. He wanted to thank all the people who had responded to the Stewardship Campaign and for the increase in giving especially.  He asked PCC for an increase in Tina Fawbert’s salary for cleaning and this was proposed by Richard, and seconded by Oriel.  Matthew thanked Richard very much for his report.
	

	87/08

	Dates For The Diary
 23, 30Sept, 

7 & 14 Oct

Harvest Lunches in the Sturrock Room.  12 – 1.30 pm

28th Sept

Back to Church Sunday, Harvest Festival & Parish Lunch

29th Sept

Brighouse & Rastrick Churches Together Meeting at St John’s

2nd Oct

Growing Together (Rastrick) Meeting

10th Oct

Beer and Banter 8 p.m. The Globe, Rastrick

11th Oct

Prayer Breakfast at Upper Edge  9 a.m.

11th Oct

Musical Miscellany in Church 7.30 p.m

15th Oct

Deanery Meeting

16th Oct

Turning Point AGM 7.30 pm Churchfields Hall, Brighouse

7th Nov

Beer and Banter 8 p.m.  The Globe, Rastrick

15th Nov

Rucksack Club Dinner  7.30 p.m.

16th Nov

Pantomime Corporate Communion

22nd Nov

Advent Craft/Coffee Morning  10 a.m.

30th Nov

Advent Service at St John’s 6.30 p.m

5th Dec

Beer and Banter 8 p.m. The Globe, Rastrick

7th Dec

Mother’s Union stall after 10.15 a.m. service in the Hall

w/c 8th Dec

Pantomime Week

20th Dec

Carol Singing at Sainsburys 10.30 – noon –Churches Together

2009 events – 

Praise Services:  21st January, 8th March, 28th September, 2nd October 6.30 p.m.

January – Christian Unity Service at St John’s Clifton 18th January 6.30 pm

· Deanery Meeting 29th January.

February – Songs of Praise 13th,  Ceilidh 21st,  
April – Welsh choir & soloist from Scottish National Opera

September – 1940’s Evening.
	  

	88/08
	Any Other Business
None given.
	

	
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next PCC meeting is Wednesday 15th October in the Sturrock Room at 7.30pm prompt. 

The meeting closed at 9.36pm with The Grace 
	PCC
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