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Press Release

St John Ambulance to work alongside Street Angels in Halifax Town Centre on Friday and Saturday Evenings

An exciting new initiative will see St John Ambulance volunteers working in Halifax Town Centre on Friday and Saturday nights to provide first aid help to revellers.

St John Ambulance volunteers, working in partnership with the Street Angels*, The Council’s Nightlife Initiative and West Yorkshire Police, will provide first aid assistance for those who suffer sudden illness or injury in a brand new pilot project. They will be based in the Fairtrade Café, Crossely Street, from 9pm till 3am on Friday and Saturday Nights to work directly alongside the Street Angels.

Lee Gething, Officer In Charge of St John Ambulance in Halifax, will co-ordinate St. John resources for the duration of the pilot. Commenting on the project, Lee said, “With so many people enjoying a night out in Halifax accidents are, sadly, inevitable. St. John personnel will be based in the town centre, allowing us to be directly on hand to provide First Aid assistance. It is hoped that by providing an immediate care service, some revellers will be able to avoid an unnecessary trip to Accident & Emergency.”
Andrew Sloman, Coordinator of the award winning Nightlife Initiative, said of the project  “We are passionate about continuing to make Halifax a shining example of how best to work together in partnership for the benefit of a town centre. This ‘patch and dispatch’ service will both provide swift medical attention for pub and club goers who have suffered minor scrapes, and ease the pressure on the busy Accident and Emergency unit of Calderdale Royal Hospital.”

Sgt David Apsee of the Halifax Inner Neighbourhood Policing Team said “The Street Angels have had a very positive impact on the town centre of Halifax. All the feedback I get from the Licensees and doorstaff is that they do a first class job. It’s fantastic news that St John Ambulance are willing to join for a trial period and hopefully this will reduce the burden on the casualty department at Calderdale Royal.  If this proves to be the case then we would look to work with St John and the Street Angels to make this permanent. West Yorkshire Police are looking forward to continuing the partnership and building on the success to date.” 
Paul Blakey of the Street Angels project is “absolutely delighted to have St John Ambulance working with us. We regularly come across people in need of non-emergency medical assistance and with St John personnel on hand we can make sure they are helped quickly. This will complement Street Angels and add to the increasing safety of those visiting Halifax centre.”
This new project is yet another example of the strong partnership approach of agencies working for the benefit of Halifax and Calderdale, which has attracted much national praise and attention and has won a number of high profile awards.

The St John Ambulance pilot starts on Friday 7th and will continue for the majority of Friday and Saturday nights until the 6th May.
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