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HEAITIT chicfs have been
sveusenl of a “cynical berrayal”
far nefiasing to pay for the cawe ol
an A1 year-old grandmothes
with adhvane
Sheila Fox has suffered with
Alzhcimer’s fire fives yesers
amd 15 now completely depend
ent for round-the-clock can: on
staff at & nursing home in Trds,
But her family are furious
bosses al the NS Toss r-rima.ry

care trusd (PCT] ane ref
fund Use Nl costs of her nursu:g
cae

‘They =1y they have heen told
shie does not qualify because
axa=sirs hive found she shows
nin visible signs of distess even
thpugh her condition is o
advanced her mental comdition
s impossible to evalumte.

Her MI' Labour's Fahian
Hamulton, whe has intervened
on her behall, said i this was the
case It was & “cyudeal beiryal” of

ilar needs were being
lunded in ather parts of the
country aned the post-
ek ollery 3 “national scandal”.

1l erwsdbier roceives NHS lving
ansistance of £106 2 week bug the
full gusts ol fier nursing care at
Donisthorpe TTall in Leeds 15

70 A ek

Het saiel his mother, the daugh-
ter ol portrait artist Sydoey
Myers, her late husband
Deavicl b thels taxes and i
was “unfal’” she wes ot ecelv-

funding which & avaitable by
once 4 palients vurditfion
deterlorates aml ix nol means
tested. "She can do ahsolntely
mihhl;, T Ioerssll,” her s,
“She cannot get out of bed
withent the assistance of two
nursing staff, she sits motionless
in awheelchair all day.

*When In bed sl cuuus move
ot turn hersell. She is doubly
Incontinent. She has to be fed
with leguidd Food and coaxed -
she handly chews and has to be
told 1o swallow, Without such
asiance she \mulcl die pretly

quscklyof
Shesaysnu: g coherent
mdmlhe:mmnkxl‘;ﬁlhmr

1 patin and they

quess her spectfic

HOME TRUTHS ON FUNDING
e % roquiring of MOore needs thal are s
& ceLain level of care s SevE’El[’n_-yu_mnrl' rogular
eligishe tar NHS i ey
heaithusre funding to l:owr W s unpredictabiliny,
U iull costs, induding care Including wnespected
e frocs, changes which are difficult to
It a pationt’s overall care manage and present 3 risk.
noeds show their primary Frople whao do not qualify
noed is 2 heaith one, have to pay for some or all of
should qualimtmdhg their care although the NHS
10 Tour pravides free medical care -
mdicators: Prompting criticism many
l1he:ypeair,umhmmr have been forced Lo sell their
red and its homes.
quality and qu--my Mzjor changes are planmed
B Its complexity, including and a Governmenl

symptons which are defficul
Lo conbrol or manage.
W I8 interndty, incduding ona

Mr Fox sald NHS chiels lad
refused to pay full care cosis
becanse she was not in dis
although assessors adoil
they could not ke Ussl

He believes NHS officials am
1y 10 save money h 150

she ln h to pay
four her fiess Tromn the sabe of her
TS

“My Lunily cannot understand
wihis! the: benefit was of my par-
enis paying thair contributions
2l Uheir working lives,” he

"Whether an individoal is
uu-_d Tunding is totally ran-
1. [ degreenils on where you

h\-e in the TIK.

“When the funds run out Leeds
PCT will hawes ta ek over paying
- 50 cdealy there & an incentve
o put thal time off 25 long as
pcsilabe”

M Fex's MP Mr Hamitlioa lsss
written to NHS chiefs d 1

consuitation is under way on
future eligibility snd how it
will be luncied.

*As her mental state Is diftieult
tn evaluate, Mr Fox s Informed
that the prt care tust eon-
siders that Jent teason Lo
not recognise her need fn cun-
tinuing carc as she exhibits au
visible sympeoms of distiess.

“If this Is mue it would appesr
whea v.?un:al netreyil o dse
concers for Mrs Fax who could
well still have sorme eomprehen-
sion bul is mow tmpped by the
failure of her menial capacity
and cannnol cammunicate in any
way.”
n a veply, NTIS Teeds acting
chief execntive Kevin Howells
aaid Mrs Fox had been cvaluated
four times in the pastyear.

Sl was “detenoratmg low!
bur hes neexds were ot felt to
“unprediclabibe, intense oF very
cunmphex” tn qualify for funding,

NS h::rds snicl it could nat
Cases,

mg i reviews In his ketier, he saicl:
“There 15 no conceivahle wary in
which Mrs Fox e o lookead

Ho-wwer we would like to
TENSSUNC people it any patient
being conssdered fur fully finded
NHS continuing, cane & mdi

altes piher than gh the
& s provision of spe-
einfisel nursing care needed by s
persan in her conditlon,

ally gvspeonnd by 2 praned of health
il s eare profcssionsls
Friem NHS Leeds and Leeds Uty
Council,” wid a spokeswoutian,
“The panel assess each
patient’s of prismury health
nced agalnst a robust national
framework, set ont by the
ol Thealth, w doter-

D
snsinee i shiesy e cligible.
mike.waites#ypn.co.uk

“ mhmmnn.m_-
” ad]fm e osbee o1

NHS accused of ‘cynical betrayal
over care for dementia victim

Grandmother, 83, fails to receive full
cost of her needs in ‘postcode lottery’

IMPHER DA‘I'S A pllntugrmh mm the famlly archive of Sheila Fux and ber}ate hushand David with thair

dehild Natasha Fox. Mrs Fox is the daughter of portrait artist Sydney Myers,
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