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Can I become a Charity Trustee? 
You can become a trustee if you are over 18 and not disqualified by law from acting as a charity trustee or nominee. 

In accordance with section 72 of the Charities Act 1993 you cannot become a trustee if any of the following apply to you: 

· you’ve been convicted of a criminal offence involving deception or dishonesty (unless your conviction is spent
)

· you’re currently bankrupt 

· you’ve formally agreed to pay your creditors (e.g. composition, arrangement or trust deed
) but haven’t yet done so 

· you’ve been removed from a previous trusteeship by the Charity Commission or the Court because of misconduct or mismanagement 

· you’ve been disqualified from acting as a company director through a disqualification order

It is a criminal offence to act as a charity trustee whilst disqualified.

Charities need to make sure their trustees are qualified and suitable. You will be asked to sign a declaration that you are not disqualified from acting as a charity trustee. 

� A spent conviction is a conviction which, under the terms of Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974, can be effectively ignored after a specified amount of time. The amount of time for rehabilitation depends on the sentence imposed, not on the offence. This act aims to rehabilitate offenders by not making their past mistakes affect the rest of their lives if they have been on the right side of the law for some time. This means that a person who has spent convictions does not have to disclose the conviction to prospective employers, and employers cannot refuse to employ someone on the basis of spent convictions





� this includes an individual voluntary arrangement (IVA)





